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introducing ISN’s Nexus Symposia
ISN’s new generation of symposia — Nexus, Linking Research 
to Practice — is set to both enhance and complement ISN’s 
well-established portfolio of international events, including the 
Forefronts in Nephrology Symposia and the World Congresses of 
Nephrology (WCNs).
With growing demands already suff ocating the agendas of 
research scientists and clinicians, the immediate reaction to yet 
another series of meetings added to an already overcrowded 
international scientifi c events calendar could — perhaps justi-
fi ably at fi rst glance — give rise to despair. Th e reasoning and 
thinking behind the Nexus Symposia, however, demonstrate that 
ISN is bringing something new to the nephrology ‘table’.
why Nexus? why now?
Th is series of annual symposia will provide a timely response to 
a twofold dilemma weighing heavy on clinicians and researchers 
alike: the formidable challenge of digesting and managing the 
constant explosion of new and exciting data, and of responding 
to the escalating demand for a two-way traffi  c of dialogue and 
information exchange at both ends of the scale.
ISN’s Nexus Symposia, running for three and a half days each, 
will ease the burden of mass data by concentrating on cutting-
edge research and advances within a specifi c fi eld of clinical 
relevance. Putting the ‘bench-to-bedside’ principle into practice, 
each Nexus symposium will strike the necessary blend and bal-
ance of nephrologists, physicians, and researchers from their 
respective disciplines.
With a translational approach to disease management, physi-
cians will gain new insight and obtain hands-on information that 
can be easily and eff ectively applied. To close the loop, researchers 
will benefi t from the presence of clinicians, who will be called on to 
propose modifi cations and new avenues at the laboratory level.
maximized focus, exchange, and 
results
Each Nexus program will be specially structured to include basic 
and clinical sessions running in parallel, followed by the key ele-
ment for linking research to practice — the translational sessions. 
Th e Nexus symposia will also incorporate a series of exciting ple-
nary lectures to be given by leaders within the fi eld, along with 
industry symposia, poster and oral sessions, and networking 
breaks.
Th e program formula will promote both focused and in-depth 
discussions, networking, and the exchange of ideas among scien-
tists and physicians who recognize the luxury of concentrating 
on one specifi c topic and the timely need to bridge the ‘bench-
to-bedside’ gap.
Nexus now
To inaugurate this spe-
cial series of new ISN 
Symposia, “The Bone 
and the Kidney” (Octo-
ber 12–15, 2006, Copen-
hagen, Denmark) will 
convene an eminent 
group of nephrologists, 
endocrinologists, cardi-
ologists, and bone specialists from a highly international pool of 
experts. Industry leaders will also present the very latest technol-
ogy and trends designed to move the fi eld forward and further 
the advancement of science.
The Bone and the Kidney
October 12–15, 2006
Copenhagen, Denmark
PROGRAM SNAPSHOT
The Plenaries
New challenges in calcium and phosphate metabolism
Keith Hruska, USA
Physiology of renal and intestinal divalent ion transport
René Bindels, Th e Netherlands
Novel aspects of genetic diseases of bone and kidney
Rajesh V Th akker, UK
Calcimimetics 
Steven Hebert, USA
Bone-kidney axis and vascular calcifi cation
Catherine M Shanahan, UK
Stem cells, PTH, and bone 
Paolo Bianco, Italy
The Basic Sessions
Transporters (structure-function interactions, proteins) 
Chair: René Bindels, Th e Netherlands
Receptors and cellular mechanisms of regulation 
Chair: Steven Hebert, USA
Phosphatonins (genetics, animal models)
Chair: Rajiv Kumar, USA
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The Clinical Sessions
Genetic diseases of bone and kidney 
Chair: Gérard Friedlander, France
Osteoporosis and renal osteodystrophy 
Chair: Klaus Olgaard, Denmark
Relation between bone/mineral metabolism disturbances and 
cardiovascular disease in CKD and management 
Chair: Eberhard Ritz, Germany
The Translational Sessions
Urinary infection and nephrolithiasis 
Chair: David Bushinsky, USA
Molecular aspects of mineral metabolism diseases 
Chair: Rajesh V Th akker, UK
Enzymes, growth factors and hormones: physiological roles 
and contributions to kidney and bone diseases 
Chair: Jürgen Floege, Germany
Topic highlights will include:
•  Renal and skeletal receptors and transporters
•  Molecular aspects of mineral metabolism
•  Stem cells, PHT, and bone
•  Genetic diseases of the bone and kidney
•  Hormones, growth factors, and enzymes
•  Urinary infection and nephrolithiasis
•  Vascular calcification: from in vitro studies to renal 
osteodystrophy
•  Novel treatment modalities including vitamin D analogs, 
phosphate binders, and calcimimetics
Important dates to bookmark:
Abstract submission live: March 6, 2006
Abstract submission deadline: June 16, 2006
Early-bird registration deadline: September 1, 2006
For the latest information concerning program updates, 
logistics, and venue, please visit http://www.isn-online.org/nexus, 
or contact Michael Podt, ISN’s Nexus Symposia Manager, 
ISN Global Headquarters, Avenue de Tervueren, 300, B-1150 
Brussels, Belgium. 
Telephone: + 32 2 7431546; Fax: + 32 2 7431550.
E-mail: info@isn-online.org 
